
 

 

  

 

  

After 3 ½ months in the US, I returned to Phnom Penh on November 2 with a 

grateful heart—thankful for time with family and ministry partners in the US and 

eager to get back to my work in Cambodia. That eagerness came in handy as I had 

already missed the first week of class at Phnom Penh Bible School where I’m 

teaching a course on Genesis this semester (the semester runs from the end of 

October through February). 

Thankfully, I’m able to build off my course content from when I taught this 

course last year. Also, I’m feeling more comfortable and confident in my ability to 

teach and facilitate discussion in the Khmer language. 

The big challenge this year is that this class of mostly first year students is 

exceptionally large (22 students) with a wide range of abilities and experiences. 

Some students have completed university degrees already while at least one didn’t 

finish high school. Some have followed Christ and served in churches for years 

while others became Christians more recently. It’s a challenge for me to engage 

them all. 

But it’s a challenge I will accept. For three hours every Tuesday morning, I get to 

dig into the biblical text with 22 emerging leaders in the Cambodian church. We 

get to act out stories, ask questions, ponder the narrator’s techniques, discuss, 

analyze, apply and more.  

Together, we get to meet God in the pages of the Bible and find our place in this 

great narrative, and for this privilege, I’m incredibly grateful. 

 

Justin Van Zee 

Beginning Again at Phnom Penh Bible School 

Help! 

 Pray for my students at Phnom 

Penh Bible School (see left). 
  

 My housemates and I are 

revisioning our way of life 

together (see reverse). Pray for 

guidance in this process.  
 

 The Christmas holiday is one of 

the loneliest times for many 

missionaries, including me.  
 

 Many Cambodian churches use 

the Christmas holiday as a time 

to reach out to their 

communities. Pray that many 

would come to know Christ. 

Thanks! 

 My time in the US was 

refreshing, and I even spent a 

few days in a tractor helping my 

dad harvest. I treasure that time. 
 

 I’m thankful for all the visits 

with my supporting churches. 

I’m amazed at the hospitality and 

care I received. 
 

 My transition back to Cambodia 

was smoother than I anticipated. 

Thank God for grace during this 

readjustment period. 
 

 A dear friend from my time in 

South Korea (2007-2009) came 

to visit during American 

Thanksgiving. We really enjoyed 

our time together. 

 

Prayer Points 

November 2018 Walking alongside young Christian leaders in Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Everyone was smiling on the first day of class.  

Unfortunately, they weren’t all smiling after the first quiz! 



Reconnecting with my youngest housemate, Ponleu 
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  ʒʊɲʫɾ Ǘɦɵ̈ʃ / Thanks! – Justin 

Life Together 

When I left Cambodia in July, I said goodbye to 5 

housemates. However, I returned to only 3. I had to ask a 

couple guys to move out while I was gone. Personally, that 

was pretty hard, but I know that no one’s life is a straight 

line to the Kingdom of God (including my own). I hold on 

to hope for real reconciliation with these 2 guys. 

In the meantime, I still believe that the residential model of 

discipleship is a good one. Recently, I’ve had serious 

conversations with guys in the house about dating, issues in 

the church, how to love our parents, our role as Christians 

in society, and of course, about more mundane things like 

who didn’t pick up their dirty clothes. These conversations 

don’t follow a syllabus; they track with the real events that 

we experience every day. 

Though it was hard to ask the 2 guys to leave, a friend 

recently told me, “Never waste a crisis,” and we are using 

this reshuffle as an opportunity to rethink our corporate 

rhythm of life as well as how we engage our neighbors. We 

are dreaming of ways that we can better embody the grace 

and truth of the gospel, and I’m excited about what might 

emerge from this revisioning process.  

Please pray for us—for a clear way forward with the 2 guys 

who moved out as well as for the restructuring of our way 

of life together. Watch for more details to come. 
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Will you partner with me? 

I long to see young Cambodian leaders who are rooted 

deeply in Christ and missionally engaged. To do this work, I 

rely on a generous network of partners who share this 

vision. This support includes prayers, finances, and 

encouragement. 

About half of the funding for my ministry comes from 

churches and half from individuals. If you would like to 

support this work financially, please use the form below or 

give online at resonateglobalmission.org/vanzee. Thank you 

for supporting the Cambodian church! 


